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foundry iron are largely utilized in the workshops of Sheffield and
the Black Country.
Manufactures are of secondary importance. The West of
England woollen industry is situated mainly, but not entirely,
upon the western part of the Jurassic area, where the proximity of
sheep-runs and the abundance of water favoured its early growth.
The industry is declining but some of the woollen cloths manufactured
at Stroud are still held in high repute. Witney, in Oxfordshire, is
famous for its blankets. Northamptonshire, where nearly three-
fourths of the agricultural land is under grass, has for long been a
great cattle-grazing county. The presence of oak-woods encour-
aged the tanning industry, which in turn led to the manufacture
of boots and shoes. This industry is now extensively carried on
in Northampton itself, and in the towns and villages of the central
and southern districts of the county. Agricultural machinery is
made at Lincoln and Granthara, and motor-cars at Oxford.
THE CRETACEOUS REGION must be divided.   The greater part of
the eastern section is overlaid by Boulder Clay, and along with it
may be considered those parts of the London Basin (north of a line
from Romford to Colchester) which are also covered with the de-
posits of the glacial ice-sheet, and even the Fens, where both Jurassic
and Cretaceous rocks lie under a covering of surface deposits, such
as silt and peat.   The fertile soils, the low rainfall, and the warm
simmers of the whole of this area render it well suited' io
farming; and in the East Riding of York, the eastern
Lincoln, and Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Cambridge, and Hertford, the
area under arable land is twice that which is in permanent grass.
Wheat and barley are the most important crops of these counties,
which contain over two-fifths of the land under wheat in Great
Britain and three-fifths of that under barley.   The heavy soils of
the Fens and of the Boulder Clay districts of East Anglia are most
suitable for wheat, while the wolds of Lincoln, where glacial deposits
are often wanting, and the greater part of East Anglia, but more
particularly the sandy soils of north-west Norfolk, grow large quanti-
ties of barley^   Lincolnshire and the Fens are noted for potatoes.
Turnips are most extensively cultivated in the Wolds, where sheep-
farming is combined with the cultivation of roots and grasses; also
in Norfolk, especially in the loam lands of the east, where they
are grown for cattle, and in the sandy soils of the north-west,